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significant asset for the town,” Albertson adds. “We’re happy that St. Anthony’s is the first new commercial project to get off 
the ground.”

St. Anthony’s is the first of several new commercial projects that will be integrated with the public park and amenities in 
downtown DeMotte. The approximately five-year timetable will allow the park’s redevelopment to be done in stages. St. Anthony’s 
Medical Clinic will soon be joined by DeMotte State Bank, which currently has offices nearby, and which will locate a bank 
operations center and drive-thru facility at Park Centre.

St. Anthony’s… continued from page 1

We’re doing our part. This newsletter is printed on environmentally-friendly paper—50% recycled, using 25% post-consumer waste, and is composed of a mixture of fibers from certified forests, 
post-consumer recycling processes and fibers from other controlled sources.

In Memoriam

Hamstra Group Loses Three Valued Staffers

Al Strong

The Hamstra Group rejoices when clients, staff and friends 
celebrate achievements, marriages and the arrival of new 
babies. The company also grieves when it loses cherished 

employees and friends. Last year was particularly devastating for 
our company. We lost three employees, all of whom worked in our 
Electrical Services department.

Al Strong, who had been with The 
Hamstra Group since 1977, died in an auto 
accident returning from a vacation. He had 
recently celebrated his 30-year anniversary 
with the company, and had enjoyed a two-
week excursion in 
Alaska. A supervisor 
electrician whose 
talents will be missed, 
Strong worked 

on many institutional and commercial 
projects for The Hamstra Group and had 
just started work on St. Anthony’s Medical 
Center in DeMotte when he passed away.

Jim Keys, who grew up in the 

Rensselaer, Indiana area, was a valued staffer and member of the 
electrical department beginning in 1997. His death from cancer 
after a dozen years with our company was a sad event. Keys worked 
with Strong on a number of commercial 
projects, including many northwest Indiana 
commercial buildings and shopping centers.

Bill Cruikshank, an experienced 
hand and electrician who worked mainly 
on Hamstra’s dairy farm projects, died 
unexpectedly of a stroke. Originally from the 
East Coast, Cruikshank had been with our 
company since 2006.

Dennis Hartley, Hamstra’s longtime 
manager of the department in which all three 
of these men worked, admits that 2009 was “a very tough year.”

“I knew all of these men well and they were experienced, 
hardworking and genuinely nice people,” says Hartley. “They will 
all be missed by our entire company.”

The Hamstra Group wishes to convey its condolences to the 
families, friends and co-workers of Al Strong, Jim Keys and Bill 
Cruikshank.Jim Keys

Bill Cruikshank


